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Being female an advantage

i job, says former CIA spy

»  Oneof Hoar’s-duties was to pro-

By ngc Duncan tect classified information in her

Witiee ion and to serve as a liaison

NEW CANAAN — For Eleanore the local headquarters and

Hoar of Oak Street, the business of being, a larger intelligence unit based out-
a spy did not resemble the cloak-and-dag- side of China,

ger thnllim portrayed on televisioa or “We used to do the old match-

In nove S ing bag trick,” she said. “I would

Ifyg: m l? o% sv‘vm%lilgk:'o% _cxcg:angc db:gﬁ with another agent

ble, or as we used to say, in a ‘flap,” ™ said -g‘,,,m?d ylight, right out in the

Hoar. S

The New Canaan gradxdmother of four
was a contract intelligence officier for the
ng&"al Intelligence Agency during the
l ’ . .

Gay Courter, author of the novel
“Code Ezra,” a thriller focusing on Isra-
el’s female agents, found in her research
that many intelligence officers feel that
women make better spiesc Hoar agrees
that women have the advantage in the
espio e,

Q‘wm so resourceful and clev-
er,” she said. “Not only can they use their
wom%l;ly wiles to get mfox_'matn::é but
they have greater imaginations are
more subtle than men.

Hoar became interested in the intelli-
gence field after her husband, Sherman,
was hired by thé CIA while he was teach-
ing at Amhers} College in Massachu-
setts. N :

“I just had the desire to work for the
agency,” she sajd: '

The Hoars’ first assignment was in Ma-
nila, the Phili lp_‘ines. Later they were
transferred tq Hong Kong to spy on
China. ; (it

Her first rolein the CIA was to make it
seem as if her husband was not a spy,

“It was like holding down two jobs,”
she said. “You had to stay alert to the fact
that you were living your normal life and
also living the life of a spy.”

According to Hoar, the two lives some-
times overlapped. -

“I remember doing business with my
son at my side,” she said. “It made for the
perfect cover. Who would suspect a’ fe-
male agent with a little boy in Hong
Kong?” . ‘.

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/03/18 : CIA-RDP91-00587R000100020043-4

Hoar said being a spy, in a way,
was like any other job. “Sometimes
it can be very dyll. On some days
you just sit, waiting to do some-

thing, and on othier days it’s fascin-
mn&!’ .

She defended the CIA, saying
the eacfcncy has received unde-
served abuse. ’

“The president or the National
Security Council can’t make ome
foreign policy decision without in-
formation,” she said. “The CIA
plays a vital role in the gathering of|
such information.”

Even though she felt that she
was a success, her job was a thamk-
less one.

“No one ever said, ‘Good job,
Eleanore,” and because I was never
told the details of the entire mis-
sion I happened to be working on, I
never knew if they were success-
ful,” she said.

The Hoars divorced after they
returned to the U.S. in the 1960s,
and Hoar is now involved in an-
other intelligence operation. She
tutors students at the Addison
Center rcitn Southfield Village in

o



